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On Oct. 16, in Oslo (Norway), the Norwegian Nobel Committee announced its decision to award
the 1992 Noble Peace Prize to Rigoberta Menchu. Following is the complete English-language text
of the committee's announcement: "The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the
Nobel Peace Prize for 1992 to Rigoberta Menchu from Guatemala, in recognition of her work for
social justice and ethno-cultural reconciliation based on respect for the rights of indigenous peoples.
Like many other countries in South and Central America, Guatemala has experienced great tension
between the descendants of European immigrants and the native Indian population. In the 1970s
and 1980s, that tension came to a head in the large-scale repression of Indian peoples. Menchu has
come to play an increasingly prominent role as an advocate of native rights. Rigoberta Menchu
grew up in poverty, in a family that has undergone the most brutal suppression and persecution.
In her social and political work, she has always borne in mind that the long-term objective of the
struggle is peace. Today, Rigoberta Menchu stands out as a vivid symbol of peace and reconciliation
across ethnic, cultural and social dividing lines, in her own country, on the American continent and
in the world." Menchu was informed of the decision in Guatemala where she was in the middle
of a scheduled ten-day visit. She described the decision as "a triumph for Guatemala." Menchu
added that "I would have loved for my father, Vicente Menchu, and my mother, Juana Tum, to be
here to share it with them, but now I share it with all the people of Guatemala, and especially those
who gave their lives for a better country." Menchu had previously declared she would use the US
$1.2 million which she will receive with the Nobel to further her work in defense of the rights of
Guatemalan indigenous. The Nobel committee's decision came despite fierce opposition of sectors
in the Guatemalan government and the military. President Jorge Serrano had publicly belittled
her candidacy as "unimportant." The army has repeatedly accused Menchu of maintaining ties to
the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca,
URNG) rebels. Prior to announcement of the Nobel committee's decision, military spokesperson
Julio Alberto Yon told reporters, "to give her the prize would be a political victory for the guerrillas."
During a brief visit to Guatemala in July, Menchu was the target of death threats and assassination
attempts. According to a report released during the first week of October by London-based human
rights organization Amnesty International, the government bore partial responsibility for having
failed to investigate repeated death threats against Menchu. "In May 1989, Amnesty International
expressed concern about reports that exiled members of the Guatemala opposition, including
Rigoberta Menchu, had received death threats." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Associated Press,
10/16/92)
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